
 

 

10th November 2025 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Sharing in the Prayer Life of St James’ Catholic High School – Week 10 

This Sunday, the 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, the Catholic Church celebrated Remembrance Sunday. This 
week, we are focusing on the core value of excellence and the Catholic Social Teaching of rights and 
responsibilities. 

Our Gospel reading is from John 2:13–22. 
The Court of the Gentiles was the outermost courtyard of the Second Temple in Jerusalem, open to all people, 
including non-Jews (Gentiles) who were not permitted in the inner courts. It was intended as a place for 
Gentiles to pray to the God of Israel and for public teaching, but by Jesus’ time it had been commercialised 
with money changers and merchants selling sacrificial animals. It was meant to be a “house of prayer for all 
nations,” where Gentiles could worship and learn about God. Jesus overturned the tables of the money 
changers and merchants because their commercial activity corrupted its purpose. The Court was a symbol of 
inclusivity, reflecting the prophecy that God’s house would be a house of prayer for all peoples (Isaiah 56:7). 
By the time of Jesus, the area had become a noisy marketplace that invited exploitation, contrasting sharply 
with its intended function as a place of quiet prayer. 

Jesus overturned the tables in the Temple because he was angry that his Father’s house was being misused. 
He was angered that non-Jews were unable to worship there. For many people, visiting the Temple meant 
being exploited or mistreated. Jesus’ anger was righteous indignation, rooted in moral outrage at injustice. He 
reacted to the money changers routinely cheating the people, but Marvin L. Krier Mich notes that a 
considerable amount of money was stored at the Temple, where it could be loaned by the wealthy to the poor 
who were at risk of losing their land to debt. 

All are welcome in our Chapel and faith garden, and all pupils will be reminded this week to protect the peace 
in these spaces so that they can be used for their intended purpose. 

On Tuesday 11th November, we will mark Armistice Day with prayers and a one-minute silence. We will lay a 
wreath in remembrance of those who sacrificed their lives for our freedom. There will also be a Mass in the 
Chapel at lunchtime. 

Pupils are invited to join our St Vincent de Paul (Youth SVP) group, which held its first meeting last Thursday. 
Pupils from different year groups attended and brought excellent ideas about how they wish to support 
vulnerable people in our community. All are welcome to join the group, which will be supported by the 
national organisation and a local coordinator, Mrs Colette Holkin. More information is available at 
https://svp.org.uk/. We ask for your prayers and support as we encourage our pupils to turn their concern for 
the poor and vulnerable into action. 

• Last Monday, 15 pupils attended a voluntary Mass with Fr Simon O’Connor. It was encouraging to see pupils 
from different year groups, including those of other faiths or no faith, who received a blessing. 
• Fr Samuel will say Mass on Tuesday 11th November at 1.30pm in the Chapel. 
• There is regular attendance at Knit and Natter. We welcome all who would like to crochet or knit, regardless 
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of experience. If you cannot knit or crochet, we will teach you. We hope to make small items as most members 
are beginners. If any parents or grandparents would like to join us, please contact the Chaplain at 
t.mcgeough@stjamescheadle.co.uk. Experienced crocheters would be especially welcome. 
• Pupils who would like to join a Music for Worship group are invited to come to the Chapel on Wednesday 
lunchtime. We are currently teaching My Lighthouse in hymn practice. 

Timetable for this week’s activities in the Chapel: 
• Monday: Knit and Natter 
• Tuesday: Mass in the Chapel with Fr Samuel 
• Wednesday: Music for Worship Group – 1.45–2.00pm 
• Thursday: Youth SVP at 1.30pm 
• Friday: Open for lunchtime prayer 

During November, we pray for the dead. Here is a prayer for the week ahead: 

When the burden of grief is heavy, lighten our load and lift our spirits. 
When despair darkens our horizon, shine forth your light and lead the way. 
When our hearts feel broken, comfort us and hold us in your embrace. 
When we rage against the injustice of loss, channel this power into all that is good. 
When sorrow surrounds us, wrap us in hope that we may endure. 
When we are overwhelmed in the dark of night, may the breaking of dawn bring peace. 
For we know, O Lord our God, that you hear our cries for help, and so we ask you to turn our mourning into 
dancing, to take away our sadness and to clothe us with joy. Amen. 
Catherine Gorman / CAFOD 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mrs T. McGeough 
Chaplain 
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