
As we approach the end of the spring 
term and look back at the last term, it is 
incredible to think about everything we 
have fitted into this time, as you will see 
in each Year group section. The first signs 
of spring have slowly emerged and the 
summer term is just around the corner with 
the hope of some sunnier weather! Our 
Year 11s will also begin their examinations 
post Easter and I ask you to keep them all in 
your thoughts and prayers.

I continue to be proud of the way our 
children have conducted themselves in 
living out our school values. The many 
activities that have taken place are 
testament to our value of Excellence that 
we see in our children every day. Our value 
of Faith has been lived out in many ways, 
as you will see in the Catholic Life of the 
School section.

The continued generosity of our school 
family is shown in the donations already 
made to Mary’s Meals, our chosen school 
charity for this year. Our Faith Prefects 
have done a great job of supporting this 
fundraising and have been a real example 
of the sense of family that exists here at  
St James’.

We have had all of our Parents’ Evenings 
this year and as always, we have had 
strong attendance and positive feedback 
from parents and carers. The continuation 
of virtual provision has ensured that 
more parents are able to attend at a time 

convenient to them and I would like to 
thank you for this strong engagement.

There have been a number of visits and 
opportunities provided for our children 
including a trip to Manchester Thunder 
Netball, a netball residential at PGL, 
theatre visits to watch An Inspector Calls 
and The Lion King, a talk about Oxbridge 
and various careers opportunities 
including a very successful Career Café 
and a Meducators workshop for those 
considering a career in medicine. All of 
these contribute to our school purpose 
“to educate and develop global Catholic 
citizens”. 

Our sporting success has continued with 
a good number of children involved in the 
extracurricular sports offered and many 
representing our school with pride and 
enthusiasm. Some highlights include: 
The Year 9 and 10 female Sports Leaders 
hosting a tournament supporting the 
Barclays and FA initiative ‘Let Girls Play’,  
the U15 girls football team who are through 
to the third round of the sisternsport cup 
and the Y10 boys football team who won 
the Stockport Schools Cup, an amazing 
achievement. The ‘Let Girls Play’ event  
received a special recognition award from 
Greater Manchester FA. This related to the 
outstanding work and efforts from the 
Game Changer leadership team based at 
St James’ for their involvement in the ‘Let 
Girls Play’ project earlier this month along 
with the SHAPES Girls Football Project. 

The promotion of reading and literature 
continues in school with World Book Day 
celebrated across the school including 
the staff dressing up to participate in the 
Roald Dahl theme. Teachers incorporated 
reading into lessons and there were 
various activities organised by our 
Librarian and newly appointed Reading 
Ambassadors. Such initiatives further 
enhance our reading book provision 
through the literary canon scheme, more 
information can be found on our website.

I am delighted to share that our St James’ 
Alumni Network has nearly reached 100 
members and I would encourage you  to 
share the details with anyone who may 
be interested.  Over the years a number of 
past students and former members of staff 
have kept in touch with the school in some 
shape or form, whether it be as guests at 
whole school events or helping out with 
our careers programme and we really do 
value their input. More information can be 
found here www.stjamescheadle.co.uk/
alumni.

To keep up to date with all school events, 
if you do not already do so, I would 
encourage you to follow us on Twitter @
StJamesCheadle and to visit our website 
www.stjamescheadle.co.uk as it is full of 
useful information including the latest 
news updates. 

Our school term will end on Friday 31st 
March at 3pm and our liturgies planned 
for the final day will allow the children to 
reflect on the true meaning of Easter, the 
highlight of the liturgical calendar. Over 
Easter I hope you will find time to spend 
with your family and share the Easter joy of 
Jesus’ resurrection. All information about 
Easter services in our local parishes can 
be found on their websites. I would like to 
wish you a joyous, holy and healthy Easter. 

I look forward to welcoming our staff and 
children back to school on Monday 17th 
April at 8.30am. 

Mr A Pontifex
Headteacher
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It has been another busy term here at St James’ for Year 7 and 
we are so proud of the excellent attitude they continue to display 
around school.

Values of Family and Excellence
Over the last few weeks there has been a chance for children to 
take part in many exciting and interesting activities. In February, 50 
Year 7 children took part in a STEM activity. The aim of this was for 
students to discover how what they learn in the classroom can be 
applied to exciting careers in engineering. This involved taking part 
in an innovative and inspiring workshop called Energy Quest and 
uncovering engineering skills they didn’t know they had!

Tuesday 14th March saw children given the opportunity to take 
part in our annual Pi day. Events included naming the dingbats 
stuck up around the building and trying to recite Pi to as many 
digits as possible. This same week also saw us celebrate British 
Science Week, where children took part in a Spot the Scientist quiz 
and exciting experiments during their lunchtime.

Children have participated in a large number of literacy activities 
and embraced those organised for World Book Day on Thursday 
2nd March by our newly appointed Reading Ambassadors. This 
year’s World Book Day focused on the work of Roald Dahl and 
included making a BFG dream jar with children’s hopes and 
dreams for the future and a quiz that was done in teams during 
registration. Miss Condron took on the role of Miss Trunchbull a 
little too convincingly! 

Many children applied to become Reading Ambassadors and 
we were able to congratulate the following children in assembly 
when they found out that their applications had been successful in 
securing the role;

Hermionie R, Ruby R, Fin P, Rose A, Isabella M, Chesca-Belle S, 
Priyanka D, Amelia L, Daniela B.  

We are delighted to have been able to reward so many of our Year 
7 this term. Every lesson, children are being awarded value points 
for either Faith, Family or Excellence, be it an excellent piece of 
work, taking an active role in the lesson or for being kind to another 
child. Those who manage to gain the most value points in a week 
are awarded one of the very popular value passes. This earns them 
the right to either go to the front of the lunchtime queue or gains 
them a free lunch. These are awarded every Friday in assembly 
and we are thrilled to have been able to present passes to so many 
deserving recipients! As half term rewards there have been two fun 
filled cinema afternoons. The children with the largest number of 
value points for the half term and a child nominated by their Form 
Tutor for outstanding contribution to the Form or school, along 
with a friend of their choice, were invited to a pizza lunch and a 

film afternoon. Children in 7J and 7E have also enjoyed reward 
Form breakfasts for outstanding behaviour and for supporting 
each other and significantly improving their behaviour data.

It was fantastic for staff to share academic feedback and discuss 
the termly data at the Year 7 Parents’ Evening on 24th March.  
This virtual event was very well attended, and we hope you found  
it useful and informative.

Value of Faith
In January we invited Andy Poole from Good News for Everyone 
to speak to Year 7 in an assembly. The assembly focussed on What 
is the Bible’s Message? All children received a red pocket New 
Testament at the end of the assembly for personal use and use in 
RE lessons. It was lovely to see children living out our school value 
of Faith by reading and discussing the recommendations made 
by Andy.

Assemblies have been delivered by children in 7S, 7M, 7E and 7A this 
term and have reflected children’s confidence and sense of Faith 
and Family. Children have worked as a team to speak about different 
topics inspired by parts of the Gospel and to lead us in prayer. 

During the Lenten period, children have had several chances to 
take part in fundraising charity events. Following the assembly 
delivered by 7M, showing the work of CAFOD in helping those who 
do not have enough food, children were encouraged to participate 
in Family Fast day. This involved giving up a snack that they would 
have bought that day, and instead donating the money saved 
via ParentPay to CAFOD. For the charity Mary’s Meals children 
have bought cakes, raffle tickets for Easter eggs and donated 
spare change. This term 7E organised a successful Valentine’s Day 
tombola and 7A organised an Easter egg delivery service which 
proved very popular and raised a significant amount of money for 
our chosen charity.

We couldn’t be more impressed by the commitment and the 
dedication that Year 7 children have put into both their classwork 
and extracurricular activities. We wish them the restful and holy 
Easter break that they deserve and look forward to welcoming 
them back for their final term of Year 7.

Finally, may we take this opportunity to thank all Year 7 parents 
and carers, pastoral staff and our amazing team of Form Tutors for 
their continued hard work and support in ensuring our values of 
Faith, Family and Excellence are upheld. 

Wishing you all a happy Easter break.

Ms Woods & Dr Nye
Head of Year 7
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I have been incredibly impressed with Year 8 this term, behaviour is 
superb for the vast majority of our Year group with 58% receiving zero 
behaviour points and almost 80% receiving less than 2 behaviour 
points. There has been a growing sense of maturity from the Year 
group as they ready themselves for the summer term. I have been 
incredibly impressed with the good habits and attitudes that held 
them in such good stead last term. Their approach to lessons is on 
the whole mature and sensible, and they are extremely talented in 
all aspects outside of the classroom with incredible achievements 
in football, netball and athletics and brilliant participation in the 
Year group retreat days. It has been evident that Year 8 has been 
following our school values of Family, Faith and Excellence.

Family
The careers talks specifically tailored to the interests of the children 
have continued. We have had brilliant talks from a BBC Match of 
the Day producer who is St James’ alumni and this week we have a 
BBC 5 live presenter in to speak to some children . The children get 
to hear first hand experience of certain jobs and this will hopefully 
inspire children to consider what they would like to do once they 
have left school. They will continue throughout the year. 

Attendance at clubs has been brilliant with many Year 8s enjoying 
activities such as STEM club and the Equality club where they 
presented information about other faiths and cultures. We had 
over 20 children performing music and carols to parishioners from 
our Parishes just before the Christmas term finished. A highlight 
was the Christmas lounge music that was played by one of our 
Year 8s throughout.

Some of our Year 8 cohort have been benefiting from some 
reading and literacy interventions from Year 11 Prefects. 

We have had 33  girls and 35 boys represent school in various sports 
in this term alone. The girls were placed 2nd in an invitational 
tournament last weekend and are the Stockport Indoor Athletic 
Champions, the boys have reached the semi finals of the Catholic 
Cup and Stockport League in football and were also the Stockport 
Indoor Athletic Champions.  

Faith
The whole Year group took part in a retreat at the Ladybridge 
Connect in Cheadle Hulme during February. They learnt about 
themselves and values that were important to them that they 
would want in their world moving forwards. They played a game 
called “Life” where some went to University and had jobs and 
others found themselves in less fortunate positions. Both retreat 
days were a resounding success where children bonded with 
other groups they would not normally come across and more 
importantly thought about what was important to them in life. 

During Lent we have focused on Forgiveness in assemblies and 
being able to let go of pain and hurt, I hope the children can live 
out these lessons to lead them to a more fulfilled life. 

Excellence
In the recent termly data, a fantastic 78% of Year 8 children made 
it into the 1,2 club for Attitude to Learning. An amazing 22 of those 
children received a 1 in every single subject; a terrific achievement. 
Those children were:

Possessing an excellent Attitude to Learning is so important 
because it enables a greater understanding of the content of 
lessons and allows children to reach their potential. It has been 
great, therefore, to see lots of teachers praise children for their 
excellent work. 

Since starting here at St James’, the children have shown 
excellence in all manners of ways. I have been delighted to be able 
to reward them with 48 free lunches so far this term and I am so 
proud of their efforts. They show the good humour, politeness 
and diligence I expect from St James’ children and I am sure that 
they will continue this in the Summer term and beyond. Our 
attendance as a Year group is the second highest in school and 
3% above national average. Attendance is so crucial to a child’s 
understanding of topics and to their enjoyment of the social 
aspect of school. If any children are worried about catching up 
on work missed or any other obstacles that may impede their 
enjoyment of school, I am always available for a conversation as is 
Mrs McCarthy in Emmaus. Homework club is available every day 
after school in OR1. 

Thank you for all your support in ensuring that our children reach 
these high demands. I would like to express my thanks for the hard 
work and care shown by my Form Tutors;  Mrs Brown, Mr Nokes, 
Mrs Birch, Mrs Bray, Mrs Clark, Mrs Wear and Mr Fanning. Year 8 are 
so lucky to have such wonderful Tutors. I hope you and your family 
have a restful and peaceful Easter.

Mr Gallagher  
Head of Year 8

•	 Miriam A
•	 Lucia B
•	 Kit C A
•	 Alexandra D
•	 Natalia J
•	 Yuri J
•	 Harry K
•	 Isaac K

•	 Joe L
•	 Grzegorz M
•	 Abbie M
•	 Niamh M
•	 Katie M
•	 Sadie M
•	 Eve M
•	 Robyn N

•	 Talia O
•	 Florence P
•	 Adam R
•	 Annamai R
•	 Zuzanna S
•	 Sofia W
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Despite it being shorter in length, Year 9 have managed to pack 
in loads during this spring term. It has been a significant term, 
with children choosing their GCSE options for next year. I was 
pleased that children took this very seriously; understanding the 
long term impact of their decisions. I am immensely proud of 
Year 9, particularly in the fact that they have maintained the high 
standards that they are known for. The children continue to excel 
in promoting our core values of Family, Faith and Excellence.

Family
Whilst behaviour in lessons continues to be very good, this Year 
group has always shone in representing the school outside 
of the classroom. They understand that the more they put 
into something, the more they get out. Many children have 
enthusiastically signed up for and led extra-curricular activities. 
For example, John Paul led a fantastic guided meditation session; 
something many children benefited from. John Paul is amongst 
many children who form the core of members in both the Equality 
club and the Computer lunchtime club. I have also noticed superb 
attendance at the Dungeons and Dragons club, STEM club and 
the sports teams. 

Children have enjoyed trips out, such as to the Lion King and to 
watch the Manchester Thunder Netball team. A collection of Year 
9 boys have visited Cheadle Catholic Junior School in order to help 
Year 6s with their reading. This cooperation with younger children 
is an essential part of understanding the wider community of 
St James’. This was also very evident in the outstanding work 
and efforts of Alice, Megan, Charlotte and Humaira during their 
involvement in the Greater Manchester ‘Let Girls Play’ leadership 
initiative. Finally in sport, congratulations to Sean, Johan, Jacob and 
Corey for becoming Greater Manchester’s Badminton Champions 
after winning every group stage. This is an incredible achievement, 
well done boys.

Congratulations to Poppy for representing St James’ as far away as 
Australia. In January our talented dancer scooped up many awards 
on the Gold Coast. This included being the overall highest score 
soloist and also winning gold in the Jazz duo and the Group dance. 
A wonderful experience; well done Poppy. 

Faith
This term, we enjoyed going on a retreat facilitated by the 
Shrewsbury Diocese Youth Mission Team. The theme of this day 
was ‘Set in Stone’. The activities and moments of reflection allowed 
children to consider who and what were their ‘stones’ in their life. 
Who were their foundations? Who could they rely on? What made 
them dependable? What were the most important and essential 
features of their life? Many of my subsequent assemblies have 
continued this theme. I want our children to develop the resilience 
and responsibility that comes with maturity so that they can be 
a support to both themselves and others. I want the Year 9s to 
celebrate their successes and to approach change and possible 
failure with positivity and determination. Of course, this is easier 
said than done and it has been made clear, as it was in the retreat, 
that the St James’ family will always be there for children in their 
times of need. 

The behaviour of our children on the retreat was fantastic, and they 
really enjoyed the opportunity to bond and reflect. They especially 
revelled in making towers and then watching them withstand 
whatever was thrown at them. 

Excellence
Towards the end of the term, many children went on a Science trip 
where they focused upon the challenges of being sustainable in 
the future. It is great that many of our children have a passion for 
Science, Maths and Technology. This has been very apparent in 
their enjoyment of the live lesson on Forces that they watched via 
the BBC. They heard from several astronauts on what life is like in 
space and designed a spaceship. Back on earth, they also heard 
from medical professionals, also known as the Meducators, and 
a Vet in a careers breakfast. The theme of careers was continued 
in the Careers Cafe, where children met a variety of workers and 
spoke to them in a ‘speed dating’ style in order to get a glimpse 
of what that job was like. Again, the behaviour of the children was 
terrific and I know that they appreciated our guests coming in. 

Regarding behaviour, it is so clear that the majority of Year 9 
children are maintaining the high standards they have set 
themselves ever since Year 7. The following children have not 
received a single C point all academic year, which is a wonderful 
achievement:

Technically, we are now halfway through our journey together here 
at St James’. It only seems a minute ago that we were Zooming 
in during Year 7 and I know that Year 11 will be here soon enough. 
Thank you for your support in these two and a half years. The 
Year group are incredibly lucky to have wonderful Form Tutors 
supporting them and the brilliant Mrs McCarthy in Emmaus. I 
hope the children have an enjoyable Easter ready to take on the 
Summer term with as much gusto as the last. 

Mr Cawley
Head of Year 9

•	 Lucy W
•	 John Paul K
•	 Leia J
•	 Mya R
•	 Will G
•	 Toby D
•	 Charlie S
•	 Alice F
•	 Megan M
•	 Bill R
•	 Olivia P
•	 Emily M
•	 Claire I
•	 Charlotte W
•	 Elisha S

•	 Anna D
•	 Amy B
•	 Sophie H
•	 Job C
•	 Sean J
•	 Tilly W
•	 Maja L
•	 Emily T
•	 Dawid K
•	 Meg H
•	 Dillon C
•	 Poppy K
•	 Chloe L
•	 Jake B
•	 Jess F

•	 Lucy A
•	 Rocco M
•	 Aliah G
•	 Alex F
•	 Saul W
•	 Gabs F
•	 Elliot F
•	 Harry T
•	 Grace G
•	 Orla M
•	 Charlotte H
•	 Leah R
•	 Sarah W
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YEAR 10
I have been very impressed with Year 10s this term, they have 
remained focused and embraced the next chapter of their GCSE 
journey. The children have matured hugely both academically 
and pastorally and have made great progress in and outside of 
the classroom.  They have acted as role models to the younger 
Years and have shown a positive attitude towards school life. The 
Year group has embraced many opportunities within school and 
highlighted the school values of Family, Faith and Excellence.

Faith
As a Year group we have spent time reflecting and focusing on 
the core Catholic values. We have discussed the importance of 
kindness, courage, individuality and forgiveness in assemblies and 
have all participated in a weekly Form reflection based around 
Lent. The children have demonstrated these values around school, 
treating each other with respect and growing closer as a St James’ 
family. 

I believe it is important to remind the children to recognise that 
many people in our world live in poverty and poor conditions, and 
as global Catholic citizens it is vital that we play our part in trying 
to make a difference no matter how small. All Year 10 Forms have 
now successfully completed a charity event including a penalty 
shootout by 10E and 10S which was a massive success. The total 
raised by the Year group is £208 which will go to our chosen school 
charity Mary’s Meals.

Family
Before half term all children participated in a mock interview with 
MPLOY which allowed them to learn and practise useful interview 
skills. The children did amazingly and were described as ‘confident 
and polite’ by employers. Each child received detailed feedback 
which should hopefully be useful to them when they begin to 
apply in future to colleges and for jobs.

Some Year 10 children kindly volunteered to run a session for the 
younger Year groups in Equality group. This is a club which exists to 
support equality, diversity and inclusion across school. Well done to 
Josh A who led a fantastic guided meditation session and Chester 
T and Louisa C who helped with a session for Luna year. 

A number of children in the Year group also attended an Oxbridge 
talk at CHHS earlier this term. This included a presentation on 
progression to Higher Education and Oxford, focusing on subject 
choices at GCSE and study skills. The children really did gain a lot 
out of this experience and felt inspired to work even harder over 
their GCSE journey to achieve their future goals.

Excellence
The Year group has gained a huge number of value points over the 
last term which has been celebrated by rewarding many children 
with the fast-track or free lunch passes. The children with the most 
value points for the whole half term also enjoyed a movie and pizza 
afternoon which was a great opportunity for children to celebrate 
their success.

Year 10s also had the exciting opportunity to apply for the 
prestigious role of Senior Prefect or Head Boy and Head Girl. 
This made my job exceptionally difficult as the standard was 
extremely high and talent across the Year group was exceptional. 
The children showed confidence, passion and enthusiasm in both 
the written applications and the interviews. Congratulations to all 
Prefects who have been grouped into three categories of Family, 
Faith and Excellence, and a big well done to our newly elected 
Head Boy Matthew 10A  and Head Girl Kay 10M. Ties and badges 
will be distributed and I am excited to see the children represent St 
James’ over the next year and a half.

Not only has the Year group shown academic excellence but they 
have also excelled in sport this term. Congratulations to the boys 
football team who managed to earn a position in the Semi Final of 
the Cheshire Cup and and won the Final of the Stockport Cup. 

Furthermore, the girls football team won the Emberton Cup 
against Tytherington school and have progressed to the quarter 
final of the cup against Helsby High School. Star players include 
Evie M and Imogen L who have recently been training in the 
England squad which is a huge achievement.

As we come to the end of this busy term, I want to thank the 
children for their hard work and praise them for the way in which 
they have embraced school life. I would also like to thank the 
amazing Year 10 Form Tutors; Miss Mylott, Miss Brett, Mr Baggaley, 
Miss Toner, Mr Reid, Mrs Healey and Miss Allen for their continued 
pastoral support. Finally, I would like to thank parents and families 
for their ongoing support and I wish you all a restful Easter break.

Miss Rowley
Head of Year 10
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YEAR 11
“You are my God. My future is in your hands.” – Psalms 34:14.
As the final full term as St James’ children draws to a close, I have 
been so impressed with the excellent work ethic that the children 
have demonstrated. They are all fully aware that the start of the 
GCSEs are just a few weeks away and they have fully embraced the 
work that goes into the preparation.

Excellence
The second set of mocks have given the children another 
opportunity to make sure that they are ready to sit their real GCSE 
exams and I am pleased to say that the children showed us that 
they are organised, ready and in a great mindset.

Children now have their revision plans and are hopefully using 
them to aid their revision. It’s such an important time and I urge 
the children to speak to their class teachers if they have any 
questions about any aspect of their exam preparation. 

A couple of exams have already been and gone. The BTEC Digital 
ICT exam took place in February and the GCSE Food and Nutrition 
practical exam took place on 14th and 15th of March. Well done to 
all the children who were involved in those subjects, it was evident 
that they were all fully prepared and I am sure the results will 
demonstrate that.

In February, the Year 11 Food GCSE children received a masterclass 
in North and South American Foods from the Head Chef from The 
Doubletree Hilton Hotel at Manchester Airport. The morning was a 
great success and the children got a great deal from it. 

Big congratulations to Shaun, Corin, Philip, Hayden and Charles 
for becoming the Key Stage 4 Greater Manchester School’s 
Badminton Champions 2023, after beating West Hill (Tameside) 4-1 
in the final after winning every group game. Well done boys!

Faith
The children have continued to raise money for our charity Mary’s 
Meals by holding various events. 11E held a dodgeball competition 
for children which was a great success and 11S sold cakes at 
breaktime, some of which were homemade by the children, and of 
course that was also a great success.

The Faith prefects led a reflection for children from Cheadle 
Catholic’s Faith council and the Mini Vinnies. They did a wonderful 
job in welcoming them into St James’.

Family
I want to take the opportunity to publicly thank our amazing team 
of Prefects who have worked tirelessly since September. They will 
soon be handing over the reins to the new Prefect team, and I 
wanted to make sure they knew how much all of their efforts have 
been fully appreciated around school, amongst both staff and 
children. Well done to the whole team.

The children have also been making important decisions about 
their next steps beyond St James’. Lots have applied and been 
accepted for different colleges and some children are looking at 
apprenticeship opportunities. In the final couple of months, we 
are continuing to offer support with career choices and urge the 
children to speak to either Mrs Rarity or myself if they wish to have 
a careers appointment in school.

We have also encouraged the children to sign up for the St James’ 
Alumni network and maybe in future years, they would like to 
come back and talk to younger children about their careers. 

Finally I would like to wish all of Year 11 and their families a happy 
and holy Easter and I look forward to seeing the children back in 
school on 17th April, ready for the final stretch.

Mrs Linford
Head of Year 11



ATTENDANCE

CATHOLIC LIFE OF THE SCHOOL

Attendance and punctuality remain a key priority at St James’.  
All staff are responsible for promoting excellent attendance with 
the children and highlighting the importance of attending school 
each and every day and arriving on time to school and their 
lessons. We reward our children who have achieved excellent 
attendance  each week through our value points. Attendance 
throughout the year has remained consistently above the national 
average for all Year groups and as a result we have received awards 
in the Top 25% of similar Secondary Schools in England and for our 
attendance being in Top 10% of all Secondary Schools in England. 

Whilst we are really proud of these achievements and have 
celebrated these with the children and staff we need to continue 
to promote and enhance our attendance and punctuality further. 
I therefore urge you as a parent/carer to continue working with 
our school to encourage your child to maintain their excellent 
attendance, so that they are in school not only to achieve 
academically but develop themselves as a global Catholic citizen. 

Mr Maidment 
Assistant Headteacher: Behaviour and Attitudes

The Catholic life of our school underpins everything we do and 
is Christ centred with our school purpose being “To educate and 
develop global Catholic citizens.” This half term has allowed us as a 
community to experience the beginning of the Lenten season,  
with children reflecting on the real meaning of Lent and the  
three pillars of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. Cafod has produced 
some engaging resources which we have used within school  
and they also make resources available for families, they can be 
accessed here www.cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-resources/lent-family-
prayer-ideas. Thank you to everyone who donated to Cafod Family 
Fast Day, we raised £208.  All our children have now participated in 
their retreats led by Shrewsbury Youth Mission team and they were 
a very worthwhile experience for all, giving much needed time and 
space for prayer and reflection.  We have also been blessed to have 
two of our Parish Priests, Father Tony and Father Peter come in to 
celebrate voluntary lunchtime Masses. We are lucky to have such 
supportive local clergy. At the end of the autumn term, the Faith 
Prefects led the whole school in an Advent service that focused on 
the real meaning of Christmas and was well received by staff and 
children alike. As we approach Easter, we are currently planning 
our end of term Easter service that will be led by our Faith Prefects. 
The Faith Prefects in Year 11 have continued to lead fundraising 
across the school for Mary’s Meals and so far we have raised over 
£2000. Generous benefactors to the charity also doubled the 
donations during January, a huge thank you to all families who have 

supported us in our fundraising efforts. Last week we welcomed 
the Faith Council and Mini Vinnies from Cheadle Catholic Junior 
School to St James’ to work with our Year 11 Faith Prefects thus 
further supporting our transition with our partner primaries, it was a 
wonderful opportunity to join in prayer and reflection. I would like to 
take this opportunity to wish you a happy and holy Easter and I leave 
with some Lenten thoughts from Pope Francis:

Do you want to fast this Lent?

•	 Fast from hurting words and say kind words
•	 Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude
•	 Fast from anger and be filled with patience
•	 Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope
•	 Fast from worries and trust in God
•	 Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity
•	 Fast from pressures and be prayerful
•	 Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy
•	 Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others
•	 Fast from grudges and be reconciled 
•	 Fast from words and be silent so you can listen

Mrs Pickles
Senior Deputy Headteacher 
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With God all things are possible
Matthew 19:26
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