ST JAMES’

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

30" June 2025
Dear Parent/Carer
Re: Celebration of the Word: Half Term Six, Week Five

This week, we celebrate the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul, two of the great pillars of the Church. Peter,
chosen by Jesus to lead the Church, reminds us of the importance of faith, courage, and trusting in God even
when we stumble. Paul, once a persecutor of Christians, shows us the power of conversion, forgiveness, and
using our gifts to share the Good News. Our children can learn from their example the importance of
resilience, courage, and openness to God’s call in their lives.

We are also reflecting in Form time this week on the Catholic Social Teaching principle of the Dignity of Work
and Participation. This reminds us that work is more than a task, it is a way to use our gifts, contribute to the
community, and respect the dignity of every person. We encourage our children to recognise the value in all
forms of work and the importance of everyone having a voice in building our school and wider society.

Last week, our Year 11 Leavers’ Mass was a beautiful occasion, shared with our Year 11 children and their
families. It was wonderful to see so many of our Year 11 cohort come together in thanksgiving and celebration,
and we wish them all the best for a peaceful, happy summer.

We are also looking forward to Catholic Excellence Week, which will take place in school in a few weeks' time.
This will be a special opportunity for our children to explore all aspects of faith and school life here at St James'
and on organised trips with various faculties. This week celebrates the values that unite and inspire us.

Our Form Saint of the Week is St Teresa of Avila, a lady of deep prayer, courage, and determination. She
reminds us: “Let nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you, all things are passing away: God never changes.”
Her words encourage us to place our trust in God and to keep going, even when life is challenging.

As always, thank you for your continued support. Please do not hesitate to contact me at
h.purkiss@stjamescheadle.co.uk

Yours faithfully,
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