ST JAMES’

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

39 November 2025

Dear Parent/Carer

Re: Autumn Term Week 9 Headteacher Update

| hope you have had a lovely half term break and spent some quality time as families.

Miss Bowers will be writing to you this week to share our events for Half-Term Two, however three particular
events to highlight: this Thursday 6™ November our Year 7 Parent/Tutor evening takes place in school, giving
parents/carers the opportunity to discuss how their child has settled into the St James’ family. Mr Maidment
has already written to all parents/carers, with children in Year 7, to outline this event. Also, on Thursday 13
November we invite our Class of 2025 back to school for the final time in order to recognise their
achievements and present them with their GCSE certificates. | would finally like to remind you that school will
be closed this week on Friday 7" November for our INSET day.

Tomorrow, all our Year 7 children will be taking part in an important Road Safety Session run by the Stockport
Road Safety Team. This highly immersive and impactful event will take place in the school hall, which is being
specially transformed into a realistic crime scene depicting the aftermath of a road traffic accident. Children
will be actively involved in practical tasks such as marking out stopping distances, placing marker flags to
document the scene, and examining data related to the incident. This hands-on approach aims to provide a
memorable and serious understanding of road safety, risk, and the consequences of accidents.

This week, Year 11 children will receive their revision plans to help them prepare thoroughly for their
upcoming mock examinations. As a reminder, the Termly Data 1 report for Year 11 will be sent home early
next week. Please take some time to discuss this with your child, as we are now only a few weeks away from
the mock exams and, before long, the final GCSE exams in 2026. Year 11 will also have the opportunity to
reflect on their faith during their annual retreat, which begins on 5th November. This is always a valuable and
uplifting experience for our children. Please encourage your child to follow their revision plan carefully and to
speak to their teachers if they need any additional support or clarification.

Yesterday we celebrated All Saints’ Day, a special time in the Church’s calendar when we remember all those
who have lived lives of holiness and love. The Gospel reminds us, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” This message calls us to humility, to recognise our need for God and to live with
compassion, kindness, and gratitude. As a school family, we are inspired by the example of the Saints to serve
others, to put faith into action, and to strive each day to be the best versions of ourselves in the eyes of God.

| hope you have a brilliant week. As always, if you need anything this week, please do not hesitate to get in
touch headteacherpa@stjamescheadle.co.uk.
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