ST JAMES’

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

9th December 2025
Dear Parent/Carer
Re: Autumn Term Week 14 Headteacher Update

As the term draws to a close, our school is alive with a wonderful sense of celebration, gratitude and
togetherness. Over the coming days, we have a number of special events taking place that highlight the
strength of our community and the joy that fills our school at this time of year. One of these cherished
moments will be on Friday at 11.15 am, when we welcome parishioners from our local community to a
Christmas gathering led by our children. This event is always a highlight of the term, offering a heartwarming
reminder of our core value of Family and the importance of connection across generations.

Looking ahead, | would also like to give you advance notice that our Year 9 Parents’ Evening will take place on
Thursday 8" January (the first week back) from 4.00 pm to 7.00 pm via School Cloud. Mr Maidment will be
sharing full details with all parents and carers. To ensure your conversations with class teachers are as
productive as possible, please take a moment to review your child’s termly data, already shared with you, prior
to the evening.

This past Sunday marked the second Sunday of Advent, a time when the sense of anticipation and reflection
deepens as we journey towards Christmas. The lighting of the second candle, symbolising peace, holds
particular significance for our students as they navigate the busyness and demands of their school lives.
Advent invites them to pause and consider how they can seek peace in their daily routines—through calmness
in their work, kindness in their relationships, and balance in their responsibilities. As this candle shines, it
becomes a gentle reminder that peace is not only a seasonal theme but a valuable mindset that can support
them throughout the year. It encourages our young people to cultivate resilience, harmony, and unity within
themselves and their wider school family.

| hope you have a great week. As always, if you need anything, please do not hesitate to contact us at
headteacherpa@stjamescheadle.co.uk.

Yours faithfully

Mr A Pontifex

Headteacher
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