ST JAMES’

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

17 November 2025
Dear Parent/Carer
Re: Autumn Term Week 11 Headteacher Update

On Thursday last week, we were delighted to welcome back our Class of 2025 for their final visit to St James’ at
our annual Prize Evening. It was a wonderful occasion, celebrating the achievements of all our former students
and hearing about the exciting next steps they have taken in their lives. Last year, 36 students (22%) achieved
a grade 9-7 in English and Maths, while 120 students (73%) achieved a grade 4 or above in both subjects. In
their speeches, the Head Boy and Head Girl reflected on how the Class of 2025 leaves behind a lasting legacy
for all other year groups to follow.

| am delighted to share some fantastic news that will further support the well-being and success of our
children. Thanks to a successful funding bid from Forever Manchester and the Kellogg’s Breakfast Club
scheme, we are launching a free breakfast scheme from tomorrow (Tuesday 18") for all children currently
eligible for Free School Meals (FSM). We know that a healthy start to the day is vital for concentration and
engagement in lessons. Cereal, toast and fruit will be available each morning. To ensure complete discretion,
children will collect their items as normal at the till during breakfast service (7:45 AM — 8:35 AM) using a
system that does not identify them as Free School Meal recipients. We encourage all eligible children to make
the most of this wonderful opportunity to ensure they are well-fuelled and ready for a successful day of
learning.

As | shared in my weekly letter earlier this term, our school was shortlisted for the Educate Awards in the
category of Outstanding Commitment to Sport in a Secondary School. On Friday evening, the Senior
Leadership Team and the PE department attended the awards ceremony, which celebrated the very best in
education across the Northwest. | am delighted to share that St James’ was announced as the winner of this
prestigious award. This is a fantastic achievement and a powerful recognition of the dedication, passion, and
emphasis we place on sport at St James'.

Teachers are currently finalising the first termly data (TD1) for Years 7, 8, 9 and 10. These reports will be sent
home early next week. When reviewing your child’s report, please pay particular attention to their Current
Working Grade, Attitude to Learning, and attendance. If you have any questions regarding your child’s data,
please do not hesitate to contact their class teacher.

A reminder that our Year 8 Parents’ Evening will take place via School Cloud on Thursday 27" November. We
have prioritised the completion of Year 8 termly data to ensure it is available beforehand. Please take some
time to review this information in advance to help guide your conversations with teachers during the evening.

In yesterday’s Gospel, Jesus tells us, “By your endurance you will gain your lives” (Luke 21:19). At St James’,
this message speaks directly to our purpose to educate and develop Global Catholic Citizens. Endurance is
about more than simply getting through challenges, it’s about remaining faithful, hopeful, and determined
when things become difficult. Whether it’s working towards academic goals, supporting one another as part of
our school family, or living out our values of family, faith and excellence, we are reminded that true growth
comes through perseverance. When we keep going, even when it’s hard, we strengthen not only our character
but also our relationship with God and each other.
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| hope you have a fantastic week and if you need anything please do not hesitate to get in touch
headteacherpa@stjamescheadle.co.uk

Yours faithfully

Mr A Pontifex
Headteacher
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