
21st February 2022

Dear Parent/Carer

YEAR 9 CURRICULUM, STUDENT WELL-BEING, AND HOW BEST TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD  
HALF TERM 4

The Curriculum at St. James’ is the foundation of everything that we do in school, and full
information about what your child will be learning at Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 can be found on
the school website at www.stjamescheadle.co.uk/curriculum. Here, you will find whole school and
faculty curriculum statements which sum up our vision of what a knowledge-rich, properly
sequenced and challenging education should look like. By clicking on each faculty icon, you will be
taken to the curriculum ‘progression grids’ for each subject, which outline what will be taught each
half term and how it will be assessed.
In Half Term 4, this is what is intended to be studied in Year 9 in each subject. Please be aware that
due to the current restrictions, the delivery of the curriculum may be subject to change:

SUBJECT TEACHING CONTENT ASSESSMENT
English Exploring contexts (19th/

20th/ 21st century) using
media.

Exploration and analysis of
advertising over time. How
have attitudes towards gender
changed over the centuries?

Mathematics Unit 6 – Triangles Properties
Pythagoras’ Theorem
Trigonometry Unit 7 –
Probability Frequency trees
Sample Space Diagrams Tree
diagrams Conditional
probability Venn diagrams

HT 4 Assessment – testing
knowledge of skills taught in
Unit 7 AND interleaving of
topics in units 5 and 6

RE What/who is God? What do I
believe? Causation argument
Watch theory Design argument
Religious Experience
Arguments against the
existence of God What is truth
What does religion believe is
true- science vs religion?
Scientific explanations of
creation Christian responses to
scientific explanations of the
universe

Ongoing formative and
summative assessment

http://www.stjamescheadle.co.uk/curriculum


Science Electricity and Magnetism
Recap Y7 Electricity. Pupils will
understand magnets,
magnetism and the
interactions between
magnetism and electricity.
Enquiry – strength of
electromagnets
Body Systems Recap Y7 cells.
Know how tissues and organs
interact to form the major
body systems

Pupils will be assessed on
interleaved content and the
enquiry

Geography Russia - A Newly Emerging
Economy

Ongoing formative and
summative assessment

History What was Blitzkrieg? Was
Dunkirk a victory or defeat?
Was there a ‘Blitz Spirit’ in
Manchester? Did ‘the few’
stop an invasion of Britain?
(Battle of Britain) Was
Churchill correct to think that
the Uboat peril was the biggest
danger to Britain? (Battle of
the Atlantic)

Ongoing formative and
summative assessment

PE Boys
Basketball/Table
Tennis/Badminton

Girls
Rugby/Hockey/Fitness

Ongoing formative and
summative assessment

MFL – German Film
Produce a film review Describe
characters Use newly acquired
knowledge to produce an
imaginative film piece

Assessment 3 (Film): listening
and understanding, and
speaking Assessment 4 (Film):
reading and understanding,
and writing

Food and Nutrition Pupils study Food and Nutrition, Textiles, ICT and Resistant
Materials on a 10 week rotation over Year 9. For full information
on the content and practical elements of these subjects, please
consult our curriculum website at
www.stjamescheadle.co.uk/curriculum

Textiles
ICT
Resistant Materials

Art Critically discuss, analyse &
explore Urban Art, culture and

Formative assessment of pupil
progress each lesson-; these

http://www.stjamescheadle.co.uk/curriculum


local environment. Understand
how artists respond to
controversial issues Exploring
ideas & record their
experiences in a Sketchbook or
other means on the theme of
‘self expression’ Create and
design own Graffiti inspired
doodle/ Zentangle design.
Explore artists who are
inspired by self expression and
an Urban theme, Mulheres
Barbadas, Refine & develop
ideas from Yr7, 8 & 9 finalise
designs in light of assessments
and discussions. Review and
adapt learning

will be a mixture of teacher
assessments, peer
assessments and self
assessments. Summative
assessment at end of unit.

Drama Theatre of the Absurd Summative assessment and
ongoing assessment within
lessons

Music Understand the different
textural and structural
elements of a song/popular
song.

Understand and use the
different musical information
given on a lead sheet in
creating a Musical
Arrangement of a Popular
Song.

Ongoing formative and
summative assessment

PSHCE Unit 7 RSE Love people, use
things; Objectification and the
impact of casual attitudes
towards sex; In control of my
choices; Making informed and
considered decisions about
intimacy; Fertility and
contraception; Methods for
managing conception and
discuss how they uphold or
contravene God’s plan for sex;



Marriage; Different types of
committed relationships; One
hundred percent Consent and
respect; Rights and
responsibilities; Physical
consent, sexual exploitation
and human rights

In the coming weeks, you can support your child in a number of ways:
● Your child needs to review work done in Year 9 every week – through mind maps, re-reading

information, practicing examination questions. Subject teachers will be able to provide
information on this. Further information can be found at
www.stjamescheadle.co.uk/homework

● Check that your child is keeping up with all of the work on Show My Homework
● Speak to your child about what they are doing – this could be through asking them what they

have done, testing them on what they have written etc
● Ensure that they have regular breaks and get a good night’s sleep – work in chunks of time,

turn off mobile phones and devices an hour in advance of going to bed
● At the same time, reassure them – at home and in school, we want to challenge our students

to do their very best, but we also need to understand the stressful time that we have all gone
through (and continue to go through)

Yours faithfully

Dr. S. Guscott
Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum and Pastoral)


